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National factsheet on separate collection

Greece

Note: This ‘National factsheet’ has been prepared within the EC study “Assessment of separate
collection schemes in the 28 capitals of the EU”. The document represents the status-quo of the EU
Member State (MS) in September 2015. The information included in this document has been
elaborated for all 28 EU-MS based on publically available documents, i.e. national legislation, Waste
Management Plans, Waste Prevention Programmes, strategies, implementation reports, and
statistics. All information is cited in the factsheet, a complete list of information sources can be found
at the end of this document.

For quality assurance purposes the ‘National factsheet’ has been sent to the EU Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC) Members on waste for verification and commenting, the comments received are
included in this final version.

1 General requirements on separate collection based on national legislation

The Greek Law No. 4042/2012 that was implemented in 2012 is the single law transposing the
requirements of the WFD into domestic law.

Most of the requirements of WFD have been exactly / literally transposed into national legal
requirements.

However, the Article 22 of the WFD is transposed with additional information in Law no.
4042/2012 Article 41, enforcing targets for the separate collection of bio-waste to be achieved in
specific target years.

Table 1: Overview of national law(s) that implement separate collection

[GR Law 4042/2012] Mowikr) pootacio tou meptBdilovrog — Evapuovion pe tnv O8nyia 2008/99/EK
- MAaiolo mapaywyng kat dtaxeiplong amoBAntwv — Evapuovion pe tnv Odnyia
2008/98/EK - PUBuoN Bepdtwy Yroupyeiou Neptdilovrtog,

Evépyelag kat KAwpatikng AAAayng. («Protection of the environment through
criminal law in compliance with the Directive 2008/99/EC — Waste Production

and Management Framework, in compliance with the Directive 2008/98/EC...»)
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Table 2: Overview on evaluation categories

Evaluation Explanation

The requirements of the WFD have been transposed and additional information
or requirements are set out in the national legal requirement, i.e. additional
definition, precision of requirement that goes beyond the text of the WFD

The requirement of the WFD has been transposed exactly / literally or
transposed analogously. No additional requirements or explanations are set out.

The requirements of the WFD have been implemented into national legal
requirements but have been adjusted, left out or deviated

not included The requirement of the WFD is not transposed into national law
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Table 3: Assessment on national transpositions

Law & Article Evaluation

English text

Original text

1. Article 3 (11) WFD: Definition separate collection: "‘separate collection’ means the collection where a waste stream is kept separately by type and nature so as to

facilitate a specific treatment"

[GR Law 4042/2012]
Article 11 (11)

11 (11) ‘separate collection’ means the collection where a
waste stream is kept separately by type and nature so as to
facilitate a specific treatment;

One:one

2. Article 10 (2) WFD: “waste shall not be mixed with other waste/material with other properties”

[GR Law 4042/2012]

Article 26 (2) One:one

material with different properties.»
3. Article 11 (1) WFD: “measures to promote high quality recycling”

[GR Law 4042/2012]
Article 27 (1)

27 (1) Ministry of Environment and Climate Change ... shall
take measures to promote high quality recycling and, to this
end, shall set up separate collections of waste where
technically, environmentally and economically practicable
and appropriate to meet the necessary quality standards for
the relevant recycling sectors.

One:one

4. Requirement WFD: 11 (1) “separate collection if technically practicable”

[GR Law 4042/2012]
Article 27 (1)

27 (1) Ministry of Environment and Climate Change ... shall
take measures to promote high quality recycling and, to this
end, shall set up separate collections of waste where
technically, environmentally and economically practicable
and appropriate to meet the necessary quality standards for
the relevant recycling sectors.

26 (2) «waste ... shall not be mixed with other waste or other

11 (11) xwplot cuAAoyr: n cuAAOYH OTIOU [La PON
arnoBARTwv dlatnpeltal XwpLotd e BAcn Tov TUTO Kot
™ $uon ya va teukoAuvOei n eldikn enefepyaoia,

26 (2) «ta anofAnTa ... dev avapyviovtal pe aAla
artoBANTa A pe GANO UALKG e SLadopETIKEG LOLOTNTEC. »

27 (1) To Ymoupyeio NeptBdArovtog, Evépyelag Kot
KAtpatikic ANMayAC... AapBavel emtiong pétpa yla tnv
npowdnon avakUKAwoNG UPNAAG TOLOTNTAC KAl YLd TO
OKOTIO QUTOV KaBLEpWVEL XwpLoTr cUAAoYH amofBARTwy
OTIOU QUTO €lval TEXVIKA, TEPLBAAAOVTLKA Kal
OLKOVOULKA EDLKTO KOl EVOESELYEVO YLa val
emtteuxbouv Ta avayKaia ToLOTIKA TPATUTIA OTOUG
avtioTolXoug Topelg avakUKAwGNG.

27 (1) To Ymoupyeio NeptpaAiovtog, Evépyelag kot
KAtpatikig AMaynG... AapBavel emiong pé€tpa yla Ty
npowdnon avakUKAwoNG UPNAAG TOLOTNTAG KAl YLo TO
OKOTIO QUTOV KaBLEPWVEL XwPLoTH cuAAoyH amoBARTwyY
OTIOU AUTO €lval TEXVIKA, TEPLBAAAOVTIKA Kall
OLKOVOULKA EPLKTO KoL EVOESELYIEVO YLO val
entteuxOouv Ta avayKaia TOLOTIKA TPOTUTIA OTOUG
avtioTolXou¢ TOMElG avakUKAwoNG.
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Law & Article Evaluation English text

5. Requirement WFD: 11 (1) “separate collection if economically practicable”

[GR Law 4042/2012]
Article 27 (1)

27 (1) Ministry of Environment and Climate Change ... shall
take measures to promote high quality recycling and, to this
end, shall set up separate collections of waste where
technically, environmentally and economically practicable
and appropriate to meet the necessary quality standards for
the relevant recycling sectors.

One:one

6. Requirement WFD: 11 (1) “separate collection if environmentally practicable”

[GR Law 4042/2012]
Article 27 (1)

27 (1) Ministry of Environment and Climate Change ... shall
take measures to promote high quality recycling and, to this
end, shall set up separate collections of waste where
technically, environmentally and economically practicable
and appropriate to meet the necessary quality standards for
the relevant recycling sectors.

One:one

7. Article 11 (1) WFD: “separate collections (...) appropriate to meet the necessary quality standards for the re

[GR Law 4042/2012]
Article 27 (1)

27 (1) Ministry of Environment and Climate Change ... shall
take measures to promote high quality recycling and, to this
end, shall set up separate collections of waste where
technically, environmentally and economically practicable
and appropriate to meet the necessary quality standards for

the relevant recycling sectors.
One:one

Original text

27 (1) To Ymoupyeio NepBdaArrovtog, Evépyelag Kat
KAtpatikg ANayAG... AapBavel emiong pétpa yla thv
npowdnon avakUKAwonS uPNAAG TOLOTNTOC KAl YLo TO
OKOTIO QUTOV KaBLEpWVEL XwpLoTr) cuAAoyn amopARTwy
OTIOU AUTO €lval TEXVIKA, TEPLBAAAOVTIKA KOl
OLKOVOULKA EDLKTO KOl EVOESELYUEVO YLa vaL
€MITEVXOOUV T AVAYKALA TTOLOTIKA TTPATUTIA GTOUG
avtioTolyoug Topelc avakUkAwong.

27 (1) To Ymoupyeio NeptpaAriovtog, Evépyelag kat
KAtpatikg ANMayAG... AapBdvel emiong pétpa yla thv
npowdnon avakUKAwonS uPNAAGS TOLOTNTOC KAl YLo TO
OKOTIO QUTOV KaBLEpWVEL XwpLoTr cuAAoyr amoBARTwyY
OTIOU AUTO €lval TEXVIKA, TEPLBAAAOVTIKA KalL
OLKOVOULKA EDLKTO KAl eVOESELYEVO yLa val
€MITEVXOOUV T AVAYKALA TTOLOTIKA TTPATUTIA GTOUG
avtioTolyoug Topel avakUkAwong.

levant recycling sectors”

27 (1) To Ymoupyeio NeptaAiovtog, Evépyelag kot
KAtpatikig ANayAG... AapBdvel emiong pétpa yla thv
npowdnon avakUKAwong uPNAAG TOLOTNTOC KAl YLa TO
OKOTIO QUTOV KaBLEPWVEL XwpPLoTr cUAAoyH amoBARTwY
OTIOU AUTO €lval TEXVIKA, TEpLBAAAOVTIKA KOl
OLKOVOULKA EDLKTO KOl eVOESELYEVO yLa va
emtteuxOoUlv Ta avayKaia ToLOTIKA TPATUTIA OTOUG
avtioTolXou¢ TOMElG avakUKAwoNG.
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Law & Article Evaluation English text Original text

8. Article 11 (1) WFD “by 2015 separate collection shall be set up for at least the following: paper, metal, plastic and glass”

[GR Law 4042/2012] 27 (1) ...by 2015 separate collection shall be set up for at 27 (1) ...£w¢ 10 2015 YwpLoth cuAAoyr] KablepwveTatl
Article 27 (1) One:one least the following: paper, metal, plastic and glass. TouAdLotov yla ta akoAouBa: xapti, LETaAAo, TAACTIKO
Kol yuaAd.

9. Article 22 WFD: Bio-waste - Member states shall take measures, as appropriate (...) to encourage: “a) the separate collection of bio-waste with a view to the
composting a digestion of bio-waste”

[GR Law 4042/2012] 41 By 2015, the rate of separate collection of bio-waste must | 41Ewg to 2015, T0 MOCOOTO XWPELOTHG CUAAOYAG TWV
Article 41 reach, at least, 5% of the total weight of organic waste and by | BloAoyikwv amofAntwv pEmel va avéNBeL, kat’
2020, at least, 10% of the total weight of organic waste. eAdyLotov, 0to 5% Tou cuVoALKoU BApoug Twv

Blohoyikwv amoBANTwV Kat €wg To 2020, kat’ eAdyLoTov,
010 10% tou cuvoALkoU BAPOUG TWV BLOAOYLKWV
aroBARTwWV.
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2 General requirements on separate collection based on main strategies

503 kg MSW/capita

17.1% recycling

Definition of Municipal solid waste (MSW):
According to the National Waste Management Plan [GR NWMP 2014]:

“The MSW are classified under chapter 20 "Municipal wastes (household waste and similar commercial,
industrial and institutional wastes... Packaging Waste classified in category 15.01 “packaging (including
separately collected municipal packaging waste)” is also included as MSW."

Main strategies implementing separate collection

The main strategy implementing separate collection is the National Waste Management Plan (2014-2020).

Based on the Revised National Waste Management Plan, collection schemes should be redesigned by
competent authorities in order to integrate separate collection schemes of special streams; integration will
affect the frequency of collection of MSW and produced volumes per container. [GR NWMP 2014]

1. Bio-waste:

- Promotion and implementation of separate collection of bio-waste,

- focusing on urban areas, islands and major bio-waste producers (green areas, foodservice areas,
catering, hotels, army campuses, hospitals, local fruit markets, etc.),

- the minimum priority is to fulfil the target set by art. 41 of Law 4042/2012 in national and regional
level,

- containers shall be placed in same location than bins for mixed MSW and packaging waste

- collection points for the separated organic waste and green waste can be placed into the “green
points”

- maximising the diversion level of the available for collection of waste from edible oils and fats, to
75% until 2020.

2. Recyclable packaging (incl. paper, plastic, metal, glass, wood):

- implementation of “green points” for collecting recyclables and other special materials

- implementation of door-to-door collection programmes

- total coverage of islands with recyclables collection scheme until 2018

- separate collection of packaging waste from industrial and commercial activities

3. Separate Collection of paper:

- for maximizing and improving the quality of recycling of printable paper and paper packaging,
separate collection of paper in selected locations to be improved and gradually expanded in order to
achieve separate collection of paper in the whole country until 2020 and collection of paper in
“green points”

4. Separate Collection of glass:

- Installation of separate collection points of glass in producers such as hotels, restaurants,
entertainment venues, malls, catering companies, beaches, etc. until 2018, and to “green points”,
and other special actions of existing collections schemes until 2020.
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5. Responsible authorities shall mandatory provide bins for collecting bio-waste, edibles oils and fats and all
recyclables, which will be used exclusively by major waste producers, e.g. hospitals, army campuses, utilities
installations, schools, universities, Ministries, public utilities organizations, hotels, foodservices areas, etc.

6. Utilities installations are obliged to apply separate collection of metals, plastic, glass and paper (EWC 15
and 20) —i.e. of at least three streams — to all work and public service areas until the end of 2015.
Moreover, they are obliged to apply separate collection of bio-waste to all dining areas.
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3 Implementation of separate collection

Overview on separate collection systems in place

In general, recycling increased in Greece in the decade between 2001 and 2010, from 9% to 17%
approximately. This increase, however, has not been smooth, since a moderate increase was followed by a
sharp one between 2006 and 2007 especially after the year 2007, when recycling (material and organic)
peaked at 20 % of the total generated MSW, while afterwards, recycling rates seem to have stabilised. [GR
ETC/SCP 2013]

Collection schemes of MSW currently cover 100% of the country. However, the majority of MSW are
collected in the main stream of mixed waste and separate collection schemes of special streams are not
sufficiently developed. The separate collection systems, applied currently in Greece, are divided in two main
categories: a) sorted recyclables (paper & cardboard, metal, glass and plastic) co-mingled in “blue bins”, and
b) sorted in four less separated materials (paper & cardboard, metal, glass and plastic). In particular, 73% of
the population is covered by the system of “blue bins” (co-mingled) and other separate collection systems.
In many islands, there are separate collection systems with 2, 3 or 4 bins. [GR NWMP 2014]

Collection of packaging waste is mainly organised by close to home bring points (collection points with
containers) that provide for co-mingled collection; civic amenities collection is uncommon in Greece. Each
municipality is responsible for running the collection scheme for packaging waste, while the investment
(purchase of bags, containers, collection vehicles) and operational costs of that scheme is covered by the
Greek “Green Dot” system (Hellenic Recovery Recycling Corporation — HE.R.R.Co S.A.). Paper (non-
packaging) is typically collected in containers in some large municipalities or in the dry bin (blue bin).
Commercial waste is only collected separately/co-mingled to limited extent. [GR SEPARATE 2014]

In addition, a LIFE+ Environment Project, entitled “Development of Pay As You Throw Systems in Hellas,
Estonia and Cyprus” attempted to examine and implement in a pilot Pay As You Throw (PAYT) scheme in
Municipality of Elefsina.

As regards separate collection of bio-waste, it consists of home-composting and diversion of organic waste
in rural areas and collection of used vegetable oils, cooking oils and animal fats [GR NWMP 2014]. A Life
Environment Project entitled “ATHENS-BIOWASTE” aimed at the pilot implementation of bio-waste
separation at source in selected areas of the Municipalities of Athens and Kifissia.

According to the NWMP, the collection schemes should be redesigned by competent authorities in order to
integrate separate collection schemes of special streams. The integration will affect the frequency of
collection of MSW and produced volumes per container. [GR NWMP 2014]
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Table 4: Overview of main separate collection systems in Greece

Plastic Bio-waste

Door-to-door
collection

Very rare

Secondary Secondary Very rare Very rare (pilot)

Co-mingled
(door-to-door)

Primary collection for paper, glass, plastic and metal
(co-mingled)

Very rare Very rare

Civic amenities

‘>,

Civic amenities are proposed to be constructed based on the revised NWMP

|" ‘| (mentioned as “green points”).
-
Producer/retail
take-back Beverage
bottles -
voluntary
system by
retailers
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4 Information sources

[GR NWMP 2014] Revision of National Waste Management Plan / AvaBswpnon EBvikol
ZxedloopoU Alayeiplong AmoBAnTwy
http://www.ypeka.gr/Default.aspx?tabid=238&language=el-GR, accessed
March 2015.

[GR Law 4042/2012] Protection of the environment through criminal law in compliance with the
Directive 2008/99/EC — Waste Production and Management Framework, in
compliance with the Directive 2008/98/EC / Nowvikr mpooTtacia Tou
nieptBarlovtog - Evappdvion pe tnv 08nyia 2008/99/EK - MAaiclo
napaywyng kot Staxeipiong amoPAntwy — Evappovion pe tnv Odnyila
2008/98/EK - PUBuLon Bepdtwy Yrioupyeiou NeptBaihovrog, Evépyelag kat
KAwpatikiig AN aync.
http://www.ypeka.gr/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=7Z1up05Xrto%3D&, accessed
March 2015.

[GR ETC/SCP 2013] Municipal waste management in Greece. ETC/SCP Working Paper by loannis
Bakas and Leonidas Milios. Copenhagen, February 2013.

[GR SEPARATE 2014] SEPARATE “Enabling market uptake of innovative separation and cleaning
solutions for material recycling of all product groups contained in bio-wastes
and MSW” http://www.separate-
wastesystems.eu/contents/deliverablesdocs/separate-country-profiles.pdf,
accessed March 2015.
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